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T the UN Climate

Summit in
Copenhagen in December
the world community
labored to limit global
greenhouse gas emissions
to what many climate
scientists believe is neces-
sary to head éthe worst
effects of harmful climate
change. Representatives of
industrialized and less
developed countries were
able to resolve some

enough to keep pace with
changes that are rapidly
unfolding on a global scale.
In order to meet these new
challenges, human con-
sciousness must rise rapidly
to still higher levels.

A whole-world view
The idea of raising
consciousness brings to
mind one of my favorite
late-summer outdoor
destinations, the top of
Camels Hump, the second

differences, such as verufucatuib and how costs would be hih K itV 5G M . Ih d
fairly apportionedThe conference ended not with the treaty '9 e_st peakt ermo_nt reen ou_ntalns. ave a goo
w it from where | live about 25 miles to the wesdécend-

that had been hoped for but with a set of nonbinding pIedg(¥§e : ) o i
as a basis for future negotiations. ing the west face doedmequire special climbing equipment,

Most of the analysis leading up to this conference just sensible shoes and clothing and several hours of clamber

focused on the more obvious hurdles, including: 1) narrowl#[]g over and around slippery ro_cks and fallen branches that
defined political and economic interests that keep some Itter the steep, eroded traflhe higher | climb, Fhe farther
nations from seeing how their needs are bound up with thoggd W'd?r | can see—and the more | am reminded of my
of the entire planet and 2) the wellganized, industry- connection to the rest of the world.

funded “climate change denial” lobby that has been very On reaching thg 'geeless_% wind;jswept sum_mit of Camelr']
effective at feeding doubts about the Hump, | am greeted by a uniformed conservation agent, who

seriousness of climate change and Is sent up there every day during the

bringing the financial clout of the It.s tlme 0 Pegln to focus on the hiking season to answer guestions
fossil fuel industries to bear on big picture.” —Yvo de Boer, top UN and make sure hikers stay behind
climate official at the Climate Summit barriers that protect the fragile

political leaders.

This Quaker Eco-Bulletins about
a less obvious but important challenge to reaching interna-
tional consensus on the climate issue—one that has been
largely overlooked by the mainstream medihat has to do
with differing worldviewsor levels of consciousnesSates
of awareness are seldom discussed by the media becauseéh\(le\}/:rom Camet Hump on a cleqr day | am able to look
cannot be measured directly and arédlift to talk about. own over a Iu_sh landscape O.f mixed forests, farms, lakes,
Yet our fundamental sense of who we are and what kind ofand steepled villages. But all is not well down thetil S

world we live in the end holds the key to how we respond t6ecovering from the extensive deforestation from colonial
fundamental problemsVill we choose to remain in denial, times_ thro'ugh the early Q@entury this beautiful and vibrgnt
apathy and confusion, or will we choose to act with wisdoml,and 1S being ravaged again by urban sprawl a”‘?' other ill-
foresight, and courage to change course in time? considered developmemnd yet anothermore serious,

There is no question that we humans already have the threat to this fragile environment has arrived at the state’
potential to make difcult and transformative changes. Our doorstep—human-mdu;}:ed clllmatz changed ng(;jhan—b oai
species survived several close calls with extinction becaus&'erage temperatures ave afready starte . o distur ecologl-
our ancestors responded to changes in geografimate cal relationships. For example, migratory birds are arriving

and other threats by gradually climbing several rungs up th ooner in the spring and are _headlng south later in th_e fall.
consciousness laddéut wisdom is not evolving fast ver the past 20 years, the time between the last spring=frost

alpine vegetation. Some restrictions
are needed because most individualstcappreciate the
cumulative damage that would result from allowing thou-
sands of visitors (many with dogs and children) to run loose
at the top.
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and the first fall frost has been growing longer and larigds may be good for
gardeners, but the trends are very worrisome when the accelerating rate of change
is projected over the next 20 years.

To the west | can see the setting sun mirrored in Lake Champlain. For genera-
tions there were ice boat races every winter on the frozen lake, and some daring
souls would even drive their cars the ten miles across toYdekv Howevey
beginning about 15 years ago, the lake has ceased freezing solid enough for
anything but occasional ice-fishing near the shore.

And as | scan the horizon, | also notice a purple streak of photochemical smog
starting to obscure the views of New Hampskiwhite Mountains to the east and
New York’s Adirondack Mountains to the west—a reminder of the countless jet
engines, smokestacks, and tailpipes all over the planet that are spewing many tons
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere every. @&en a consciously “green and
clean” place like this is, after all,fatted by what happens in the rest of the world.

Different visions of the futue

From the high vantage point of CanseHump, | can see the central spine of
the Green Mountains heading north into Canada and south into Massachusetts.
Some ridges are being studied for possible commercial wind pBwethis and
other renewable-engy/conservation proposals remain on hold wkigmonters
wrestle with diferent visions of their engy future. Supporters see wind as a
practical way for the region to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels and to produce
fewer greenhouse gases. Howevis idea has run into a buzz saw of protests
from those who see wind turbines as blights on the landscape.

Off to the southeast, next to the Connecticut RisigsVermontYankee, the
states only nuclear power plant. No longer able to market their product as cheap,
the plants owners have been promoting it as low in carbon emissioyiag to
capitalize on growing concerns about climate change, they are asking the state to
re-license this 40-yeanld facility, one of the oldest in the countfgr another 20
years.

| have attended public hearings and read many letters to the editor in which the
supposed advantages and draw-
backs of wind power and/or
nuclear fission are passionately
argued.These often-heated
exchanges tend to bypass each
other and keep the public conver
sation at an unproductive low
level. People on opposite sides of
these contentious issues assume that policy decisions are decided on a combinatio
of “hard facts,” “logical reasoning,” and emotional appeatzordingly they may
devote a lot of time and emgrto gathering poll results, expert testimonies, and
studies conducted by private “research” institutes, which tend to support whatever
conclusions their clients happen to be looking for

One side claims that wind turbines on scenic ridges would destroy the tourism
industry while invoking images of piles of dead bats and birds at the bases of the
towers.The other side counters that wind power is a no-brainer when it comes to
competitive cost and low vulnerability to terrorist attacks. One sigigearthat
failure to re-commissiolermontYankee would lead to blackouts, increased
unemployment, and a less competitive business cliniieother side cites
reports that this problem-prone plant has been linked to a higher incidence of
leukemia in children living in the area.

There is probably a measure of truth in most of these claims. But most people
who tune into these debates can tell that all the verbal jousting is mostly about
securing funding, permits, or votes, not moving everyone closer to the truth. Few
minds or votes are changed.

Our innate cap acity for seseing the
world as a whole will atrophy if it is

not nurtured and guided, especially
when we are young. This should be
the foremost goal of education.
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The reality is that a person chooses to believe or emphsigor. Thus the dilemma of specialism is partialness or
size certain facts or reasons and to dismiss others accordimgeaninglessness, on both an existential or daily-living level
to whether those points seem compatible with that pexson’ and at the level of coming to grips with reality or truth.”
existing assumptions, beliefs, attitudes, or overall worldview E.FE Schumacher makes a similar poinAiGuide for the
We all have such deep-seated, complex, amgtharuncon- Perplexed:What we have to deplore ... is not so much the
scious internal “maps” to help guide us through life. But if fact that scientists are specializing, but rather the fact that
we are ever to unite around the climate change crisis, we vgecialists are generalizing,” that is, confusing the part with
need new rules of engagement that encourage everyone tatmewhole, the simplified map with the infinitely complex
open about their own worldviews in the public discussion. territory they represent.

Worldviews and levels of maturity Diversity within unity

In the July-August 200Quaker Eco-BulletinKeith Apprehending the basic unity and wholeness of all that
Helmuth, Judy Lumb, Sandra Lewis, and Barbara Day say exists is not about uniformity or unanimityoweverA
that modernNestern society seems to be slowly moving awdnyealthy whole-world view also reflects and promotes the
from an industrial-age worldview that sees the natural worldgnherent diversity and creativity of human and natural realms.
as a kind of machine. Many people are recognizing the folly  Consider the richly varied ways of being human around
of patterning aganic processes, such as education, medicirie world and throughout history—the astonishing range of
and farming, on industrial systerdssmall but growing substances people classify as edibles, even delicacies; their
number seem to be evolving toward an ecological consciousrany forms and styles of marriage; their highly varied child-
ness, rediscovering Earth as a living, evolvingaoism and  rearing practices; the rainbow of customs, folkways, stories,

themselves as part of it. dialects, and ritualsThis incredible diversity of thought and
Continuing humankind’ ) o behavior is an essential quality of the
transition to a whole-world view FOrging a common appreciation of human family—like all healthy ecosys-
will be crucial to meeting the Earth as a commonwealth of unique tems, a store of wisdom, resilience, and
twin threats of human-induced ~and interdependent ecosystems future possibility That is why most
climate change and the imminentmust be as much a p art of our sur- attempts to impose uniformity and
peak of global oil production. If Vival strategy as analyzing factual unanimity (as in the cases of indigenous
the industrial mind-set continues evidence and logical argrument s peoples who have been systematically
to hold swayparticularly among stripped of their cultural heritage) have
our leaders, precious time and resources will be squanderdazken so destructive.
trying to engineer short-sighted and counterproductive On the other hand, societies sometimes have moved to

“solutions.” Appropriate technologies—solarind, etc.—are ban certain customs or practices, such as slavery afidkraf

a necessary part of the transition. But we must not be lulledng in endangered species, in the interest of the general

into believing that we can simply invent our way out of this welfare. In the same wawe are now compelled as a global

crisis. Our first order of business is to restore a sense of society to take bold, united action to stop global climate

place, a sense of purpose, and a sense of our relationship éhange for the sake of our common survival, phasing out

the commonwealth of life. coal-fired power plants, mandating egeseflicient transpor
Outgrowing worldviews or paradigms that are seriouslytation and housing, halting the destruction of the oceans and

out of touch with ecological reality is only part of the chal- rainforests, and ending perverse incentives for converting

lenge of sustainabilityWe also need longderm perspectives land from food crops and rainforests to bio-fuel production.

and increased ability to appreciate otheihts of view This It is imperative that we move quickly to harmonize

is part of what characterizes a mature aduhinking. economic systems with Earthhatural processes, stabilize

Modern society—Ilagely through its political, economic, and human population, and end our reliance on unsustainable and

educational institutions—seems to have arrested its collectivesafe power systems. [gorg a common appreciation of

development at a level of maturity that is inadequate for  Earth as commonwealth of unique and interdependent

today’s complex issues. Narrowness of vision and short  ecosystems must be as much a part of our survival strategy as

attention span are reinforced by vested interests who-geneanalyzing factual evidence and logicajaments.

ally dont want the public at lge to think critically or plan Iconic NASA photos of Earth from outer space, com-

for the seventh generation. pletely innocent of political boundaries, may have marked the
General outlooks on life are narrowed further by ever first moments of humankingi’great awakening to its true

specializationAs Joseph R. Royce explainsThe Encapsu- identity as a global familyBut special interests are always

lated Man: trying to turn us back into passive consumerseétiler Eye”
“The dilemma of the specialist as truth-seeker is that heelevision broadcasts help millions to decide what clothes to

has not seen much of the universe from the black bottom ofvear tomorrowbut they dort’ consider it their responsibility

his nicely furrowed rut, but he proceeds to proclaim his  to show let the public see dust storms in China, shrinking

world-view anyhow and, in many cases, with considerable polar ice, or fires ravaging the worsdfainforests. >>

Quaker Eco-Bulletin 10:1 January-February 2010 3



Lower and higher levels of being equality The majority seem to fall within the middle range.

In A Guide for the PerplexedE.F Schumacher says, reali_stic goal is to nudge the average person along that

“Our task is to look at the world and see it whole....Onecontinuum, not to try to transform everyofiéat work
way of looking at the world as a whole is by means of a map@gins by changing ourselves. Others may decide to change
that is to saysome sort of plan or outline that shows out- because of us, and still others may change because of them.
standing landmarks, as it were, which you cannot miss, or ifVe dont aim for a majorityonly a “critical mass,” which
you do miss them, you will be left in perplexity might be relatively smallAs Margaret Mead once said, all

Schumacher explains that problems involving inanimat@reat movements in human history can be traced back to
objects tend to be solved over time because consensus ~ thoughtful, dedicated action groufliey are the catalysts
conveges around the mostfe€tive materials and methods. that help to mobilize the unfocused majarity
But situations that mvolye living systems, including humans, What can Friends do?
always present moral dilemmas that we have to grapple with.
These dilemmas generally give rise to diyatt theories,
philosophies, and interpretations.

A common response these days is to shrug andTay .

. .. A purpose as a sacred Earth community?
each his own” or “It depends on who you ask.” But post- : _
L . As Quakers we are already working for peace, justice,

modern relativism is a cop-out. One of the greatest contribu- . ST : . .
. . ecological sustainabilifyand international cooperation when
tions toWestern thought was Socrategcovery that seem- we support the work of Eriendsc@mizations. But being part
ingly contradictory ideas can be reconciled, through dialogu PP gam : gp

at higher levels of thinking. Schumacher goes on to“3ae O the GreafTuring is a!so a personal cqlllng that we €an
. . : ) . pay others to carry out in our nanfdere is much that we
loss of the vertical dimension from todayhilosophical

. ’ . can contribute as individuals in our homes, Meetings, and
maps means that it was no longer possible to give an answer L . . . .
oo T communities, starting by elevating the discussions of current
other than a utilitarian one, to the question, ‘What am | to dg : .
ISsues that we find ourselves in.

What can we Friends contribute to the spread of a whole-
world view, one that honors diversjtymproves our chances
for ecological survival, and helps us to fulfill our higher

with my life?"”
He says we need a “turning aroundnatanoia This v Try to “re-frame” a divisive issue to a whole-world
then leads to seeing the world in a new light, nanasdya perspective. If a discussion focuses excessively on only

place where the things modern man [sic] continually talks one side-issue, such as dollar costs or health risks, remind
about and always fails to accomplish can actually be done.” others of the proverb about “straining out a gnat while
swallowing a camel.” Emphasize that it is the big picture
that counts—the overall balance of concerns, what
benefits everyonésk whether a proposed action would

be reasonable if everyone acted that way or whether it
would bring harm and injustice to future generations or to
other species, who have rights, too.

Y Bow out of heated discussions in which people are simply
showcasing their opinions and show little interest in what
others know or believe.

v Practice “friendly persuasion.” Ddrback people into a
corner by trying to prove them wrong. Invite those with
strong views to explain how they arrived at their positions,

AN we actually learn to “look at the world and see it

whole,” as Schumacherges?That can be accom-
plished when we understand that the world “out there” is
intrinsically whole and that every atom of our being is one
with it. Fixed concepts and categories are only the intedlect’
attempt to freeze and dissect the livingaotism of reality
We depend on discrete bits of sensory data to perceive an
solve problems, of course, but our brains are also “pre-wired”
to convert these signals back into an intuitive grasp of the
whole, a “gestalt” in psychological language. | see this
whenever | drive through the old covered bridge near my
house: Even though the bridge is sided Wl_th vertical boards, but dont try to embarrass them by insinuating they are
at a slow forward speed my eyes automatically reassemble

. . . prejudiced or uninformed.
the slices of daylight coming through the cracks between th\? At public events dot’enable the media to sensationalize

boards into a complete image of the world outside. Every ray and oversimplify controversiestae your convictions

i as o SN S and Honesty, it dosmake th
J pactty 9 evening news that’probably for the best.

whole will atrophy if it_is not nurtured and guided, especiaII)(/ Encourage more right-brain thinking in policy-making and
vyhen we are'younghls ShO.UId be foremost goal of educa- problem-solving, and use inclusive language consistently
tion. Addressing the ecological and social challenges ahead Shut of the television and get outdoors. Get to know

will require cleatheaded, holistic-thinking people. Lifefefs ) . .
. . . someone who sees the worldfeiently Participate in
no guarantee against errbut we are more likely to move in
cultural exchange programs.

the direction of higher consciousness if that is our goal. ) . . .
- Support bioregionalism and other alternative programs
There are nearly seven billion people on the planet, an N
founded on holistic principles.

their outlooks on life appear to vary along a continuum— o
. . v Encourage schools to foster creatiyitivic-mindedness,
from those preoccupied with short-term personal needs to . o
and critical thinkingy

“world citizens” who are dedicated to peace, justice, and
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