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The Earth Charter and Friends Testimonies 
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Purposes of this unit 

1. To learn about the Earth Charter, its history and current status as a hopeful vision for the 
future with which all people can unite. 

2. To compare the various principles of the Earth Charter to Friends’ Testimonies. 
3. To learn what steps can be taken within your Meeting or church to study and possibly 

endorse the Earth Charter. 
4. To take steps within your community to enact the principles of the Earth Charter. 
5. To learn what others have done to support the Earth Charter (see last page of this unit). 

Sacred texts and other inspirational readings 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all Creation; for in him all things in 

heaven and on Earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or posers—all things have been created through him and for him. 

—Colossians 1:15,16 
 

The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. —I Corinthians 10:26 
 

“The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but 
aliens and my tenants.” 

—Leviticus 25:23 
 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

—I Chronicles 29:11 
 

He (God) waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the Earth is satisfied by the 
fruit of his work. He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for humans to cultivate—
bringing forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his 
face shine, and bread that sustains his heart. The lions roar for their prey and seek their 
food from God. The sun rises, and they steal away; they return and lie down in their 
dens. Then man goes out to his work, to his labor until evening. How many are your 
works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

—Psalms 104:13–15, 21–24 
Hymns and songs 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies. Worship in Song, a Friends Hymnal, #4. 

From all that dwell below the skies let songs of hope and faith arise; 
Let peace, good-will on earth be sung through every land by every tongue. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below, 
O give God praise ye heavens above, revealed in grace and truth and love. 
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Basic information about the Earth Charter 
THE FOLLOWING basic information is from the Earth Charter organization 
(www.earthcharter.org). The Earth Charter is an authoritative synthesis of values, principles, 
and aspirations that are widely shared by growing numbers of men and women in all regions of 
the world. The principles of the Earth Charter reflect extensive international consultations 
conducted over a period of many years. These principles are also based upon contemporary 
science, international law, and the insights of philosophy and religion. Successive drafts of the 
Earth Charter were circulated around the world for comments and debate by non-governmental 
organizations, community groups, professional societies, and international experts in many 
fields. 

Structure of the Earth Charter 
A Preamble briefly describes the major challenges and choices facing humanity. There are 16 

Principles divided into four parts. The first principle is the foundation of the next three and of all 
the other principles in the Charter. The second, third, and fourth principles in Part I deal with the 
three  major  spheres  of  human  relationship  and  ethical  responsibility:  relations  between  human 
beings and the greater community of life, relations among human beings in society, and the 
relations between present and future generations. Twelve main principles in Parts II, III, and IV 
spell out more fully the meaning of the first four principles. The titles of these three parts 
indicate the inclusive nature of the Earth Charter vision. Sixty-one supporting principles dealing 
with critical issues and clarifying the meaning of the 16 main principles. 

Why is the Earth Charter important? 
At a time when major changes in how we think and live are urgently needed, the Earth 

Charter challenges us to examine our values and to choose a better way. It calls on us to search 
for common ground in the midst of our diversity and to embrace a new ethical vision that is 
shared by growing numbers of people in many nations and cultures throughout the world. 

What is the history of the Earth Charter? 
In 1987 the United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development issued a 

call for creation of a new charter that would set forth fundamental principles for sustainable 
development. The drafting of and Earth Charter was part of the unfinished business of the 1992 
U.N. Conference on Environment and Development “Rio Earth Summit.” In 1994 Maurice 
Strong, the Secretary General of the Earth Summit and Chairman of the Earth Council, and 
Mikhail Gorbachev, President of Green Cross International, launched a new Earth Charter 
initiative with support from the Dutch government. An Earth Charter Commission was formed 
in 1997 to oversee the project, and an Earth Charter Secretariat was established at the Earth 
Council in Costa Rica. 

By what process was the Earth Charter created? 
The Earth Charter is the product of a decade long, worldwide, cross-cultural conversation 

about common goals and shared values. The drafting of the Earth Charter has involved the 
most open and participatory consultation process ever conducted in connection with an inter- 
national document. Thousands of individuals and hundreds of organizations from all regions of 
the world, different cultures, and diverse sectors of society have participated. The Charter has 
been shaped by both experts and representatives of grassroots communities. It is a people’s 
treaty that sets forth an important expression of the hopes and aspirations of the emerging 
global civil society. 
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Who wrote the Earth Charter? 

Early in 1997, the Earth Charter Commission formed an international drafting committee. 
The drafting committee helped to conduct the international consultation process, and the 
evolution and development of the document reflects the progress of the worldwide dialogue on 
the Earth Charter. Beginning with the Benchmark Draft issued by the Commission following the 
Rio+5 Forum in Rio de Janeiro, drafts of the Earth Charter were circulated internationally as 
part of the consultation process. Meeting at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in March 2000, 
the Commission approved a final version of the Earth Charter. 

What are the sources of Earth Charter values? 
Together with the Earth Charter consultation process, the most important influences 

shaping the ideas and values in the Earth Charter are contemporary science, international law, 
the teachings of indigenous peoples, the wisdom of the world’s great religions and philosophical 
traditions, the declarations and reports of the seven 
UN summit conferences held during the 1990s, 
the global ethics movement, numerous non- 
governmental declarations and people’s treaties 
issued over the past thirty years, and best 
practices for building sustainable communities. 

What is the mission of the international Earth 
Charter Initiative? 

A new phase in the Initiative began with the official 
launching of the Earth Charter at the Peace Palace in The 
Hague on June 29, 2000. The mission of the Initiative is 
to establish a sound ethical foundation for the emerging 
global society and to help build a sustainable world based 
on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic 
justice, and a culture of peace. 

What are the goals of the Earth Charter Initiative? 

1. To promote the dissemination, endorsement, and implementation of the Earth Charter 
by civil society, business, and government. 

2. To encourage and support the educational use of the Earth Charter in schools, 
universities, faith communities, and many other settings. 

3. To seek endorsement of the Earth Charter by the United Nations. 

The Earth Charter 
March 2000 
Preamble 

E STAND AT A CRITICAL MOMENT in Earth’s history, a time when humanity must choose 
its future. As the world becomes increasingly interdependent and fragile, the future at 

once holds great peril and great promise. To move forward we must recognize that in the midst 
of a magnificent diversity of cultures and life forms we are one human family and one Earth 
community with a common destiny. We must join together to bring forth a sustainable global 
society founded on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice, and a culture 
of peace. Towards this end, it is imperative that we, the peoples of Earth, declare our 
responsibility to one another, to the greater community of life, and to future generations. 

Earth, our home 
Humanity is part of a vast evolving universe. Earth, our home, is alive with a unique com- 

munity of life. The forces of nature make existence a demanding and uncertain adventure, but 
Earth has provided the conditions essential to life’s evolution. The resilience of the community 
of life and the well-being of humanity depend upon preserving a healthy biosphere with all its 
ecological systems, a rich variety of plants and animals, fertile soils, pure waters, and clean air. 



Earthcare for Friends—A Study Guide for Individuals and Faith Communities 
 

The global environment with its finite resources is a common concern of all peoples. The 
protection of Earth’s vitality, diversity, and beauty is a sacred trust. 

The global situation 
The dominant patterns of production and consumption are causing environmental 

devastation, the depletion of resources, and a massive extinction of species. Communities are 
being undermined. The benefits of development are not shared equitably and the gap between 
rich and poor is widening. Injustice, poverty, ignorance, and violent conflict are widespread and 
the cause of great suffering. An unprecedented rise in human population has overburdened 
ecological and social systems. The foundations of global security are threatened. These trends 
are perilous—but not inevitable. 

The challenges ahead 
The choice is ours: form a global partnership to care for Earth and one another or risk the 

destruction of ourselves and the diversity of life. Fundamental changes are needed in our 
values, institutions, and ways of living. We must realize that when basic needs have been met, 
human development is primarily about being more, not having more. We have the knowledge 
and technology to provide for all and to reduce our impacts on the environment. The emergence 
of a global civil society is creating new opportunities to build a democratic and humane world. 
Our environmental, economic, political, social, and spiritual challenges are interconnected, and 
together we can forge inclusive solutions. 

Universal responsibility 
To realize these aspirations, we must decide to live with a sense of universal responsibility, 

identifying ourselves with the whole Earth community as well as our local communities. We are 
at once citizens of different nations and of one world in which the local and global are linked. 
Everyone shares responsibility for the present and future well-being of the human family and 
the larger living world. The spirit of human solidarity and kinship with all life is strengthened 
when we live with reverence for the mystery of being, gratitude for the gift of life, and humility 
regarding the human place in nature. 

We urgently need a shared vision of basic values to provide an ethical foundation for the 
emerging world community. Therefore, together in hope we affirm the following interdependent 
principles for a sustainable way of life as a common standard by which the conduct of all 
individuals, organizations, businesses, governments, and transnational institutions is to be 
guided and assessed. 

Principles 

I. Respect and care for the community of life 
1. Respect Earth and life in all its diversity. 

Recognize that all beings are interdependent and every form of life has value regardless of 
its worth to human beings. Affirm faith in the inherent dignity of all human beings and in 
the intellectual, artistic, ethical, and spiritual potential of humanity. 

2. Care for the community of life with understanding, compassion, and love. 

Accept that with the right to own, manage, and use natural resources comes the duty to 
prevent environmental harm and to protect the rights of people. Affirm that with increased 
freedom, knowledge, and power comes increased responsibility to promote the common 
good. 

3. Build democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful. 

Ensure that communities at all levels guarantee human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and provide everyone an opportunity to realize his or her full potential. Promote social and 
economic justice, enabling all to achieve a secure and meaningful livelihood that is ecologi- 
cally responsible. 
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4. Secure Earth’s bounty and beauty for present and future generations. 

Recognize that the freedom of action of each generation is qualified by the needs of future 
generations. Transmit to future generations values, traditions, and institutions that support 
the long-term flourishing of Earth’s human and ecological communities. 

In order to fulfill these four broad commitments, it is necessary to: 

II. Ecological integrity 
5. Protect and restore the integrity of Earth’s ecological systems, with special concern 

for biological diversity and the natural processes that sustain life. 

Adopt at all levels sustainable development plans and regulations that make environmental 
conservation and rehabilitation integral to all development initiatives. Establish and safe- 
guard viable nature and biosphere reserves, including wild lands and marine areas, to 
protect Earth’s life support systems, maintain biodiversity, and preserve our natural 
heritage. Promote the recovery of endangered species and ecosystems. Control and eradicate 
non-native or genetically modified organisms harmful to native species and the environment, 
and prevent introduction of such harmful organisms. Manage the use of renewable re- 
sources such as water, soil, forest products, and marine life in ways that do not exceed rates 
of regeneration and that protect the health of ecosystems. Manage the extraction and use of 
non-renewable resources such as minerals and fossil fuels in ways that minimize depletion 
and cause no serious environmental damage. 

6. Prevent harm as the best method of environmental protection and, when knowledge is 
limited, apply a precautionary approach. 

Take action to avoid the possibility of serious or irreversible environmental harm even when 
scientific knowledge is incomplete or inconclusive. Place the burden of proof on those who 
argue that a proposed activity will not cause significant harm, and make the responsible 
parties liable for environmental harm. Ensure that decision making addresses the 
cumulative, long-term, indirect, long distance, and global consequences of human activities. 
Prevent pollution of any part of the environment and allow no build-up of radioactive, toxic, 
or other hazardous substances. Avoid military activities damaging to the environment. 

7. Adopt patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction that safeguard Earth’s 
regenerative capacities, human rights, and community well-being. 

Reduce, reuse, and recycle the materials used in production and consumption systems, and 
ensure that residual waste can be assimilated by ecological systems. Act with restraint and 
efficiency when using energy, and rely increasingly on renewable energy sources such as 
solar and wind. Promote the development, adoption, and equitable transfer of 
environmentally sound technologies. Internalize the full environmental and social costs of 
goods and services in the selling price, and enable consumers to identify products that meet 
the high- est social and environmental standards. Ensure universal access to health care 
that fosters reproductive health and responsible reproduction. Adopt lifestyles that 
emphasize the qual- ity of life and material sufficiency in a finite world. 

8. Advance the study of ecological sustainability and promote the open exchange and 
wide application of the knowledge acquired. 

Support international scientific and technical cooperation on sustainability, with special 
attention to the needs of developing nations. Recognize and preserve the traditional 
knowledge and spiritual wisdom in all cultures that contribute to environmental protection 
and human well-being. Ensure that information of vital importance to human health and 
environmental protection, including genetic information, remains available in the public 
domain. 
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III. Social and economic justice 
9. Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental imperative. 

Guarantee the right to potable water, clean air, food security, uncontaminated soil, shelter, 
and safe sanitation, allocating the national and international resources required. Empower 
every human being with the education and resources to secure a sustainable livelihood, and 
provide social security and safety nets for those who are unable to support themselves. 
Recognize the ignored, protect the vulnerable, serve those who suffer, and enable them to 
develop their capacities and to pursue their aspirations. 

10. Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human develop- 
ment in an equitable and sustainable manner. 
Promote the equitable distribution of wealth within nations and among nations. Enhance the 
intellectual, financial, technical, and social resources of developing nations, and relieve them 
of onerous international debt. Ensure that all trade supports sustainable resource use, 
environmental protection, and progressive labor standards. Require multinational corpora- 
tions and international financial organizations to act transparently in the public good, and 
hold them accountable for the consequences of their activities. 

11. Affirm gender equality and equity as prerequisites to sustainable development and 
ensure universal access to education, health care, and economic opportunity. 

Secure the human rights of women and girls and end all violence against them. Promote the 
active participation of women in all aspects of economic, political, civil, social, and cultural 
life as full and equal partners, decision makers, leaders, and beneficiaries. Strengthen 
families and ensure the safety and loving nurture of all family members. 

12. Uphold the right of all, without discrimination, to a natural and social environment 
supportive of human dignity, bodily health, and spiritual well-being, with special 
attention to the rights of indigenous peoples and minorities. 

Eliminate discrimination in all its forms, such as that based on race, color, sex, sexual 
orientation, religion, language, and national, ethnic or social origin. Affirm the right of 
indigenous peoples to their spirituality, knowledge, lands and resources and to their related 
practice of sustainable livelihoods. Honor and support the young people of our communities, 
enabling them to fulfill their essential role in creating sustainable societies. Protect and 
restore outstanding places of cultural and spiritual significance. 

IV. Democracy, nonviolence, and peace 
13. Strengthen democratic institutions at all levels, and provide transparency and ac- 

countability in governance, inclusive participation in decision making, and access to 
justice. 

Uphold the right of everyone to receive clear and timely information on environmental mat- 
ters and all development plans and activities which are likely to affect them or in which they 
have an interest. Support local, regional and global civil society, and promote the meaningful 
participation of all interested individuals and organizations in decision making. Protect the 
rights to freedom of opinion, expression, peaceful assembly, association, and dissent. 
Institute effective and efficient access to administrative and independent judicial procedures, 
including remedies and redress for environmental harm and the threat of such harm. 
Eliminate corruption in all public and private institutions. Strengthen local communities, 
enabling them to care for their environments, and assign environmental responsibilities to 
the levels of government where they can be carried out most effectively. 
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14. Integrate into formal education and life-long learning the knowledge, values, and 
skills needed for a sustainable way of life. 

Provide all, especially children and youth, with educational opportunities that empower 
them to contribute actively to sustainable development. Promote the contribution of the arts 
and humanities as well as the sciences in sustainability education. Enhance the role of the 
mass media in raising awareness of ecological and social challenges. Recognize the 
importance of moral and spiritual education for sustainable living. 

15. Treat all living beings with respect and consideration. 

Prevent cruelty to animals kept in human societies and protect them from suffering. Protect 
wild animals from methods of hunting, trapping, and fishing that cause extreme, prolonged, 
or avoidable suffering. Avoid or eliminate to the full extent possible the taking or destruction 
of non-targeted species. 

16. Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence, and peace. 

Encourage and support mutual understanding, solidarity, and cooperation among all   
peoples and within and among nations. Implement comprehensive strategies to prevent 
violent conflict and use collaborative problem solving to manage and resolve environmental 
conflicts and other disputes. Demilitarize national security systems to the level of a non- 
provocative defense posture, and convert military resources to peaceful purposes, including 
ecological restoration. Eliminate nuclear, biological, and toxic weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction. Ensure that the use of orbital and outer space supports environmental 
protection and peace. Recognize that peace is the wholeness created by right relationships 
with oneself, other persons, other cultures, other life, Earth, and the larger whole of which  
all are a part. 

The way forward 
S NEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY, common destiny beckons us to seek a new beginning. 
Such renewal is the promise of these Earth Charter principles. To fulfill this promise, we 

must commit ourselves to adopt and promote the values and objectives of the Charter. 
This requires a change of mind and heart. It requires a new sense of global interdependence 

and universal responsibility. We must imaginatively develop and apply the vision of a sustainable 
way of life locally, nationally, regionally, and globally. Our cultural diversity is a precious heritage 
and different cultures will find their own distinctive ways to realize the vision. We must deepen and 
expand the global dialogue that generated the Earth Charter, for we have much to learn from the 
ongoing collaborative search for truth and wisdom. [Author’s emphasis] 

Life often involves tensions between important values. This can mean difficult choices. 
However, we must find ways to harmonize diversity with unity, the exercise of freedom with the 
common good, short-term objectives with long-term goals. Every individual, family, organization, 
and community has a vital role to play. The arts, sciences, religions, educational institutions, 
media, businesses, non-governmental organizations, and governments are all called to offer 
creative leadership. The partnership of government, civil society, and business is essential for 
effective governance. 

In order to build a sustainable global community, the nations of the world must renew their 
commitment to the United Nations, fulfill their obligations under existing international 
agreements, and support the implementation of Earth Charter principles with an international 
legally binding instrument on environment and development. 

Let ours be a time remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, the firm resolve 
to achieve sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and the joyful 
celebration of life. 
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How the Earth Charter Relates to Friends’ Beliefs and Testimonies 
by Ruah Swennerfelt 

THE TIME HAS COME to find a common language for all the cultures of our planet. If we 
continue to believe in only one way which excludes others, we will continue to systematically 
destroy the ecology of the Earth. Whether we believe the planet is God’s Creation or a random 
set of circumstances, or something between the two, we must all work together to assure the 
health of the planet for the future generations of all species. We understand the 
interconnectedness of the Earth’s systems and that when one species becomes extinct, many 
other species are affected. I believe that the Earth Charter can be the common language of 
humans. It was written by a diverse set of people of all the major religions and cultures. If that 
group could come to agreement on the language, we Friends should be able to find how our 
particular language can harmonize with the language of the Earth Charter. 

I believe the Earth Charter is very compatible with the historic Friends’ Testimonies. I have 
listed here the Testimonies and which parts of the Earth Charter I believe support them. As you 
can see there are many overlapping ideas. 

Our Testimony of Simplicity 
Principle 2: “Care for the community of life with understanding, compassion, and love.” 
Principle 4: “Secure Earth’s bounty and beauty for present and future generations.” 
Principle 7: “Adopt patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction that safeguard Earth’s 

regenerative capacities, human rights, and community well-being.” 
Principle 15: “Treat all living beings with respect and consideration.” 

Our Testimony of Peace 
Principle 1: “Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.” 
Principle 2: “Care for the community of life with understanding, compassion, and love.” 
Principle 3: “Build democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful.” 
Principle 13: “Strengthen democratic institutions at all levels, and provide transparency and 

accountability in governance, inclusive participation in decision making, and access 
to justice.” 

Principle 15: “Treat all living beings with respect and consideration.” 
Principle 16: “Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence, and peace.” 

Our Testimony of Equality 
Principle 1: “Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.” 
Principle 3: “Build democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful.” 
Principle 10: “Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human devel- 

opment in an equitable and sustainable manner.” 
Principle 11: “Affirm gender equality and equity as prerequisites to sustainable development and 

ensure universal access to education, health care, and economic opportunity.” 
Principle 15: “Treat all living beings with respect and consideration.” 

Our Testimony of Integrity 
Principle 1: “Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.” 
Principle 3: “Build democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful.” 
Principle 9: “Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental imperative.” 
Principle 10: “Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human devel- 

opment in an equitable and sustainable manner.” 
Principle 14: “Integrate into formal education and life-long learning the knowledge, values, and 

skills needed for a sustainable way of life.” 
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Our Testimony of Truthfulness 
Principle 6: “Prevent harm as the best method of environmental protection and, when knowledge 

is limited, apply a precautionary approach.” 
Principle 8: “Advance the study of ecological sustainability and promote the open exchange and 

wide application of the knowledge acquired.” 
Principle 13: “Strengthen democratic institutions at all levels, and provide transparency and 

accountability in governance, inclusive participation in decision making, and access 
to justice.” 

Questions for reflection 
1. As a member of my Friends community, as well as of my work and home communities, 

do I seek guidance in the Light for ways that I may lead and participate in actions which 
both heal the Earth and inspire others regarding the urgency of this healing? 

2. Is the Meeting aware of the spiritual basis of our concern for the environment? Do we 
seek to be aware of God’s love and energy in all of Creation? Living in that spirit, do we 
strive to relate with love and respect to ourselves, other people, other creatures, all living 
and inanimate objects, and materials that we meet each day? Are we formulating and 
implementing an ethic for responsible stewardship of our planet? 

3. How do I see the Earth Charter and Friends’ Testimonies intersecting? 
4. How can we respond to the proposals in the Earth Charter? How would our congregation 

need to change to live up to the ideals set forth? 
5. How do we strive to live up to our Testimonies? Do we believe the connections are clear 

between our beliefs and those of the Earth Charter? 
6. What are our next steps? 

Illustrative activities 
❖ Form an Earth Charter study group. 
❖ Encourage your church or Meeting or Yearly Meeting to endorse the Earth Charter and 

then inform the Earth Charter Commission of your action. 
❖ Distribute the Earth Charter in your community and encourage your town or city and 

businesses and churches to endorse and implement it. (Many organizations, businesses, 
churches including some Yearly Meetings, and municipalities have endorsed it. A list is 
available on the Earth Charter website.) 

❖ Begin first steps to make changes in your corporate and personal lives to support the 
Earth Charter principles. 

Prayer 
O most high, almighty, good Lord God, to Thee belong praise, glory, honor and all 

blessing: 
Praised be my Lord God with all his creatures, and specially our brother the sun, who 

brings us the day and who brings us the light; fair is he and shines with a very 
great splendor: O Lord, he signifies to us Thee! 

Praised be my Lord for our sister the moon, and for the stars, the which He has set 
clear and lovely in heaven. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother the wind, and for air and clouds, calms and all 
weather by which Thou upholdest life in all creatures. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister water, who is very serviceable unto us and humble 
and precious and clean. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother fire, through whom Thou givest us light in the 
darkness; and he is bright and pleasant and very mighty and strong. 

Praised be my Lord for our mother the earth, the which doth sustain us and keep us 
and bringeth forth divers fruits and flowers of many colors, and grass. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord, and give thanks unto Him and serve Him with great 
humility. 

—The Canticle of St. Francis 
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The Ark of Hope 
The Ark of Hope, a 49-inch (124.5cm) x 32-inch (81.3cm) x 32-inch (81.3cm) wooden chest, was 

created as a place of refuge for the Earth Charter document, an international peoples treaty for 
building a just, sustainable, and peaceful global society in the 21st century. 

The Ark of Hope was created for a celebration of the Earth Charter that was held at Shelburne 
Farms, Shelburne, Vt., on September 9, 2001. The event, for Love of Earth, featured keynote speaker 
Jane Goodall, global peace walker Satish Kumar, musician Paul Winter, and Dr. Steven C. 
Rockefeller, a member of the Earth Charter Commission. Visit website http://phlox.gardeners.com/ 
earthcharter for a description of the event and http://www.jasonhouston.com/earthcharter for photos 
of the day 

On September 11, 2001, 
volunteers were cleaning up from the 
September 9th event when news of 
the New York and Washington, DC 
tragedies was heard. Sally Linder’s 
immediate, spontaneous response to 
the horror was to begin walking the 
Ark of Hope more than 350 miles to 
New York and the United Nations. 
Joined by Andrea Morgante and Janet 
Fredericks, they carried the 200-
pound chest across the meadows of 
the farm to Route 7, where they were 
joined by Susan Diehl Dufort. 
Many other walkers have since joined 
this pilgrimage to the United Nations, 
bringing with them hope and the 
vision of the Earth Charter to com- 
munities along the way. The Ark of 
Hope was presented as a gift to the United Nations and later exhibited at the United Nations during 
the World Summit PrepComII in January-February 2002. It was also exhibited at the Interfaith 
Center of New York. At the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, the Ark of Hope was ceremoniously offered to the world by the children of Diepsloot, 
an informal settlement in Johannesburg. 

The Ark of Hope also provides refuge for Temenos Books, Images for Global Healing, Peace, and 
Gratitude. Over 300 handcrafted 8-inch x 8-inch x 2-inch books were made by artists, 
schoolchildren, and Vermont citizens, expressing their individual and collaborative prayers and 
affirmations for Earth. The Earth Charter’s 16 principles for building a just, sustainable, and 
peaceful global society were the guiding vision behind the creation of these books. 

The Ark was designed and painted by Sally Linder, built by cabinet maker Kevin Jenness and 
lined by fabric artist Beth Haggart. It was crafted from a single plank of sycamore from a tree in 
Germany. The five painted panels that form the sides and top of the Ark each represent the flora and 
fauna of the world as seen through the images of the world’s traditional artists. Each panel visualizes 
a season, a direction, an element, and a universal symbol. Symbols of faith from traditional religions 
and indigenous societies surround the top panel of “Spirit” that honors the children and young 
animals of the world. 

Inside the Ark, the Earth Charter is handwritten on papyrus paper. The University of Cairo 
supplied Sally with instructions for making paper with papyrus—a plant known to have the ability to 
purify water of pollutants in the world. The papyrus was harvested from the Living Systems, Inc. 
waste treatment plant in South Burlington, Vt., soaked for two weeks in Sally’s bathtub, then  
pressed using a 90,000-pound press at Landell Papers, a Vermont papermaker in East Topsham. 

The Ark of Hope carrying the vision of the Earth Charter belongs to Earth and humankind. 
Its life grows when it is shared. It is hoped that nations around the world will bring the Ark of 
Hope to their people, continuing to introduce the Earth Charter to audiences globally, spreading 
hope and the recognition of the interdependence of justice, and economic and ecological 
integrity, which together build a culture of peace. 
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