
V
o

lu
m

e
 1

9
, N

u
m

b
e
r 1

 
●

 J
a
n

u
a
ry

–
F
e
b

ru
a
ry

 2
0

0
6

S
pecial 2006 Q

E
W

 resource issue!

G
et read

y!
T

H
IS

 N
E

W
 Y

E
A

R
’S

 IS
S

U
E

 o
f

B
eF

rien
d

in
g

 C
reatio

n
 h

ig
h

-
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h
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e m
an
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u

rces th
at

are availab
le to

 h
elp

 u
s b

e
stro

n
g

er an
d

 b
etter in

fo
rm

ed
w

itn
esses fo

r th
e earth

.
F

o
r u

s g
ard

en
ers, w

in
ter is

a kin
d

 o
f S

ab
b

ath
. It is o

u
r tim

e
to

 rest u
p

, to
 reassess o

u
r

ach
ievem

en
ts, an

d
 p

lan
 fo

r th
e

p
lan

tin
g

 an
d

 h
arvestin

g
 to

co
m

e.
In

 th
is issu

e, w
e in

vite yo
u

to
 set asid

e tim
e to

 try o
u

t th
e

reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 read
in

g
s an

d
reflect o

n
 th

em
. A

s th
e late

D
o

n
ella M

ead
o

w
s said

, “T
h

ere
is to

o
 m

u
ch

 b
ad

 n
ew

s to
 ju

stify
co

m
p

lacen
cy an

d
 to

o
 m

u
ch

g
o

o
d

 n
ew

s to
 ju

stify d
esp

air.”
T

h
en

 let u
s lo

o
k fo

r w
ays, as

in
d

ivid
u

als an
d

 as m
em

b
ers o

f
o

u
r faith

 co
m

m
u

n
ities, to

 g
et

m
o

re in
vo

lved
 in

 ten
d

in
g

 th
e

g
ard

en
 o

f C
reatio

n
 in

 2006.

S
O

LU
T

IO
N

S to ecological
 problem

s are elusive in part
because so m

any people today
have a tim

e-perception problem
.

That is, they m
ay understand

clock tim
e or calendar tim

e, but
they have forgotten how

 to expe-
rience Earth Tim

e.
H

ere’s a parable to explain
w

hat I m
ean—

from
 a m

ade-for-
television m

ovie of the early 1990s:

It’s 1945. A
n A

m
erican intelli-

gence agent aw
akens in a disori-

ented state in a U
.S. A

rm
y hospital

in occupied G
erm

any. The attending
physicians break the good new

s that
w

hile he had lain in a long com
a,

W
orld W

ar II had ended w
ith A

llied
victory. They encourage him

 to
share his last m

em
ories—

of a des-
perate fight w

ith N
azi agents w

ho
believed he had inform

ation about
the im

pending A
llied D

-D
ay inva-

sion—
as an aid to recovery from

 his
traum

a, they say.
The A

m
erican feigns im

paired
recall because has an uneasy feeling
about w

hat's going on. H
e eventu-

ally figures out that he is in the
m

iddle of a clever con gam
e: The

w
ar isn’t over. D

-D
ay still hasn’t

happened. In his earlier clash w
ith

enem
y agents he w

as captured and
drugged. The “A

m
erican hospital”

he w
as brought to is a detailed rep-

lica that the N
azis had painstak-

ingly created behind the front
lines to lull him

 into believing,
upon aw

akening, that he is liv-
ing in a later tim

e—
so that the A

l-
lied invasion plan w

ould no longer
be view

ed as a secret to be guarded.

M
any of us today are feeling

sim
ilarly uneasy and puzzled by

som
e of the things going on

around us. Suspicion grow
s that

it m
ay be later than w

e
think, despite the glib
statem

ents of our politi-
cal and corporate lead-

ers—
that the G

N
P is

grow
ing, that there is still

am
ple oil and other resources to

support the “A
m

erican w
ay of

life,” that our enem
ies are on the

run.... O
ur quality of life is an-

other m
atter. W

e have less free
tim

e, less hope, less security. But
that’s never open to discussion.

Those currently in pow
er

have an obvious interest in di-
verting attention from

 such in-
convenient contradictions by
gearing public debate to a kind of
tim

e-keeping that m
easures

grow
th in stock prices, but not

the disappearance of w
etlands;

that tracks industrial output, but
not the toxic chem

icals accum
u-

lating in our tissues. They don’t
w

ant us to know
 that, as Lester

R
.Brow

n states in Plan B, that
w

ere are in a tim
e of planetary

em
ergency. They know

 that if w
e

w
oke up to this reality, w

e
w

ouldn’t be able to continue
business as usual.

A
s Jerem

y R
ifkin explained in

his 1987 book Tim
e W

ars, the Pri-
m

ary C
onflict in H

um
an H

istory,
tim

e fram
es are w

ays that people
understand unfolding events and
thus learn how

 they are sup-
posed to act. W

hoever controls the
fram

ing of tim
e controls history.

W
hat tim

e is it? ...It m
ay

be later than w
e think!

by Louis C
ox

T
im

e, next page >
>
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It is possible to relate
to the w

orld in term
s of

m
any different tim

e
fram

es sim
ultaneously. W

e
use a calendar that em

bod-
ies the tim

e-line of the
early C

hristian church; but
this doesn't keep us from
thinking of ourselves on
an evolutionary tim

e-line.
For the last third of the

20
th century w

e w
ere re-

m
inded constantly by our

culture of being part of the
“post-w

ar generation,” the
“space age,” the “com

-
puter age,” the “A

quarian
age,” or the “post-m

odern
period.” Each fram

ing
sends a subtle but pow

er-
ful m

essage about w
hat to

expect from
 life and w

hat goals
to strive for.

Interestingly, environm
en-

talists have been characterizing
w

hatever decade they are in as
a “decade of decision,” but the
struggle goes on.

Today people are m
arking

perm
anent shifts in conscious-

ness in term
s of “post-9/11 at-

tacks,” and “post-H
urricane

K
atrina.” “The N

ew
 A

m
erican

C
entury” m

aps out a N
eo-con-

servative agenda.

T
H

O
SE of us w

ho w
ant to

engage the future in a posi-
tive w

ay need to be aw
are w

hen
such tim

e-fram
ing is happening

and to actively explore alternate
tim

e orientations. For instance,
“Earth Tim

e” can help put us
back “in sync” w

ith the funda-
m

ental processes of nature on
w

hich all life depends.
Earth Tim

e can be thought
of as a nonlinear unfolding, in
w

hich events em
erge not according

to arbitrary tim
etables and blue-

prints but according to the poten-
tials that exist at each m

om
ent. A

s
the Bible puts it, there is “a tim

e
for every purpose under
H

eaven.”
M

ary C
oelho, Q

EW
 sup-

porter and author of U
nfolding

U
niverse, Em

erging Personhood,
notes that there w

as a tim
e,

about a century ago, w
hen the

need, the resources, the tools,
and the conditions w

ere right to
build the N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity subw

ay
system

. Such an undertaking
w

ould not be possible today be-
cause the potential has changed.

The Industrial R
evolution

itself had to w
ait until certain

people had lived and certain dis-
coveries had happened. Sim

i-
larly, the m

odern environm
ental

m
ovem

ent could not have un-
folded as it has until visionaries
like A

ldo Leopold, R
achel C

arson,
and W

endell Berry had com
e on

the scene, or until the D
N

A
 m

ol-
ecule had been discovered and the
H

ubble Telescope had unveiled
the unfolding universe.

>
>

T
im

e, from
 page 1

Thom
as Berry, author

of the 1988 book, The
D

ream
 of the Earth, believes

that w
e are m

oving into
w

hat he calls the Ecozoic
Era. The Industrial A

ge has
run its course, and enough
hum

ans have reached a
level of spiritual aw

areness
and ecological w

isdom
 that

it is possible to establish a
new

 kind of non-m
utually

enhancing relationship
w

ith the earth, he says.
Berry does not envision

a w
orld w

ithout clocks or
calendars, but people w

ill
learn to regulate their lives
m

ore by the cycles and
rhythm

s of nature. W
hen

tem
pted by w

orldly pow
-

ers to chase after false
prom

ises of a m
aterialistic

culture, they w
ill think, “W

e’re
too busy living and loving; w

e don’t
have tim

e for that.” ❖

C
R

U
Z

 C
O

N
C

E
P

C
IÓ

N
, C

u
b

a Y
early M

eetin
g

’s
rep

resen
tative to

 th
e Q

E
W

 S
teerin

g
 C

o
m

m
ittee,

sketch
ed

 th
is “p

o
litical carto

o
n

” a co
u

p
le o

f
years ag

o
, reflectin

g
 h

er n
o

n
-N

o
rth

 A
m

erican
id

ea o
f su

stain
ab

ility as a very slo
w

-p
aced

 p
ro

-
cess. S

h
e seem

s to
 h

ave a b
etter g

rasp
 o

f
"E

arth
 T

im
e" th

an
 m

o
st o

f u
s!

D
o

n
't fo

rg
e

t to
 re

g
is

te
r!
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G
EO

R
G

E FO
X

 taught the need
for integrity, or w

holeness, in
everyday life. W

hat w
e profess on

the Sabbath should be carried over
into every other day of the w

eek.
O

ur “no” should m
ean “no,” and

our “yes” should m
ean “yes,” and

all our com
m

itm
ents should be

fulfilled.
Early Q

uaker history is rich
w

ith exam
ples of how

 those first
Q

uakers lived by the Testim
ony of

Integrity. A
s C

ecil H
inshaw

 w
rote

in 1974, “T
he essence of early Q

uak-
erism

 is precisely a dem
and for com

-
plete integrity of the individual in
his relation to G

od, to other people,
and to him

self…
.”

H
ow

 does integrity relate to
Q

uakers seeking “an earth re-
stored”?

The environm
ental degrada-

tion w
e see everyw

here today of-
ten can be traced to lack of integ-
rity. M

any people in our culture
seem

 to have no qualm
s about

lying, stealing and cheating to ex-
ploit the natural resources of the
earth. The com

m
itm

ents of na-
tional leaders to the environm

ent
are frequently riddled w

ith cover-
ups, deception, and fraud. Even
ordinary people, w

ithout profit or
pow

er m
otives, do not seem

 to be
concerned about their participation
in the degradation of the earth.

Before w
e can restore the integrity

of C
reation, w

e need to bring about
greater integrity in ourselves and in
our society. A

s w
e m

anifest pow
er

and w
holeness from

 being fed by
the Spirit and rooted in the earth,
our integrity can m

ove outw
ard to

our friends and fam
ily, from

 there
to our com

m
unities and state and

national governm
ents and then on

to the international stage.
W

e cannot stand on the side-
lines and hope that another faith
com

m
unity, political party, or en-

vironm
ental action group w

ill take
charge. A

 Q
uaker w

om
an from

K
enya once told m

e that G
od had

show
n her the m

any hungry or-
phans in her hom

etow
n, and be-

cause she had seen these children

Practicing Earthcare w
ith integrity in 2006

by B
arbara W

illiam
son, Q

EW
 Steering C

om
m

ittee clerk

C
lerk's m

essage

Pray!
1. Spend tim

e in prayer.
2. Spend tim

e in natural
places, connecting w

ith the Spirit
revealed in G

od's C
reation.

3. A
sk for divine assistance

discerning how
 you are called to

care for the earth.
Learn!

4. R
ead at least one book

about the environm
ent. C

heck
out the book review

s in this is-
sue. Becom

e a regular reader of
BeFriending C

reation and Q
N

L’s
bim

onthly Q
uaker Eco-Bulletin.

5. C
heck out the publications

and videos available from
Q

uaker Earthcare W
itness. O

rder
som

ething of interest and share
it w

ith F/friends.
A

ct!
6. R

enew
 your m

em
bership in

Q
uaker Earthcare W

itness w
ith a

generous contribution. M
ake

sure your M
onthly and Y

early
m

eetings are m
aking generous

contributions to Q
EW

.
7. G

et five friends to join Q
EW

.
8. Join or form

 an Earthcare
C

om
m

ittee in your M
onthly

M
eeting and/or Y

early M
eeting.

C
ontact the Q

EW
 O

utreach
C

om
m

ittee for assistance.
9. M

ake sure your Y
early

M
eeting appoints representatives

to the Steering C
om

m
ittee of

Q
EW

; consider becom
ing a rep-

resentative.
10. Lead Earthcare-related ac-

she w
as responsible for addressing

their needs. W
e have recognized

the problem
s w

ith the environ-
m

ent. The Testim
ony of Integrity

requires that w
e step forw

ard and
speak for the earth.

H
ow

 w
ill w

e resolve to heal the earth in 2006?
tivities in your M

eeting, such as
helping Friends m

easure their
ecological footprints or teaching
about spirituality and ecology in
Q

uaker religious education.
11. Be patterns and exam

ples.
M

odel m
indfulness of the lim

its
of the earth’s resources and the
need for right sharing am

ong
h

u
m

an
s an

d
 oth

er sp
ecies.

R
ecycle, conserve, bicycle, and

w
alk. Support your local econo-

m
ies and food system

s.
12. G

et involved in local, state,
and national environm

ental ini-
tiatives. W

rite to your represen-
tatives.

13. W
rite articles for BeFriend-

ing C
reation, or send in ideas or

leads for articles.
14. A

rrange for som
eone from

Q
EW

 to speak to your M
onthly

or Y
early m

eeting or other
Q

uaker group on som
e aspect of

Earthcare.
Let us know

 w
hich action

item
s you and your M

eeting
have undertaken or plan to un-
dertake in 2006.

R
em

em
ber that w

e, the envi-
ronm

entally concerned Friends of
N

orth A
m

erica, hold the key to
Q

EW
’s grow

th and success.
W

orking together in 2006, w
e

can significantly increase the
num

ber of individual supporters
and M

onthly M
eeting Earthcare

C
om

m
ittees.

Let us all today renew
 our

com
m

itm
ent to this vital w

ork!
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w
o books to scare the bejeebers out of you...

Boiling Point
by R

oss G
elbspan

Basic Books, 2004
ISBN

 0-465-02761-X

Plan B 2.0
—

U
pdated and Expanded—

by Lester R
. Brow

n

JO
U

R
N

A
LIST

 R
O

SS G
ELB

SPA
N

w
rote The H

eat Is O
n after becom

-
ing concerned that m

ainstream
m

edia w
eren't adequately inform

-
ing the public of the m

ost im
por-

tant new
s story of the century—

the steady accum
ulation of

greenhouse gases in the atm
o-

sphere and the inexorable and di-
sastrous rise in average global
tem

peratures.
That w

ell-researched book and
others on the subject w

ere im
m

e-
diately attacked by oil, coal, and
gas industry lobbyists and other
vested interests w

ho saw
 it as a

threat to continued profitable ex-
traction of fossil fuels.

In Boiling Point, G
elbspan re-

view
s the latest research, as w

ell
as num

erous accounts of unprec-
edented w

eather extrem
es around

the w
orld, to reinforce his original

w
arnings. H

e also exposes the
w

ell-funded cam
paign of disinfor-

m
ation and intim

idation that has
been carried on by politicians,

trade groups, and others in recent
years to spread doubts in the pub-
lic m

ind about w
hat is otherw

ise a
very w

ell-docum
ented crisis of

planetary survival.
G

elbspan's latest book en-
gages readers in w

hat he calls “the
clim

ate w
ar,” a struggle over pub-

lic opinion on w
hether clim

ate
change is real and serious and
w

hether alternatives to fossil fuels
are practical and affordable. In the
U

nited States, unfortunately, the
Bush adm

inistration and m
any

legislators are unduly beholden to
w

ell-funded special interests.
Bill M

cK
ibben, w

ho in 1989
w

rote T
he E

nd of N
ature (one of

the first books on global w
arm

ing
w

ritten for popular consum
ption),

praises G
elbspan's reporting: “O

n
the highest stakes issue of our
tim

e he has broken new
 ground....

H
is proposals m

ake urgent sense.
M

ost of all, he m
anages to get

across just how
 desperate our situ-

ation is. Please read this book.”

LEST
ER

 R
. B

R
O

W
N

, president of
the Earth Policy Institute, distrib-
uted a copy of his P

lan B
 to every

one w
ho attended his evening talk

at the 2004 FG
C

 G
athering in

A
m

herst, M
ass. Brow

n m
atter-of-

factly explained that food short-
ages w

ill be first of m
any severe

crises about to decend on the
w

orld. Shortfalls in food produc-
tion are brew

ing now
 from

 the
com

bined effects of over-depen-
dence on “fossil w

ater” (non-re-
charged aquifers) for irrigation,
loss of topsoil and soil fertility,
depletion of petroleum

 reserves,
and population grow

th.
Brow

n's book outlines other
w

ays in w
hich the earth's carrying

capacity is being underm
ined by

foolish and extravagant uses of
resources, careless release of toxins
and disruptive chem

icals into the
environm

ent, and the stress of glo-
bal w

arm
ing on biological system

s
that undergird the ecological sta-

bility of the planet.
Since “Plan A

” (business as
usual) obviously isn't w

orking,
Brow

n outlines a radically differ-
ent agenda to be carried out im

-
m

ediately on an international
scale. The ability of the U

nited
States to quickly tool up for w

ar
production in the early 1940s pro-
vides am

ple evidence that his pro-
posals for em

ergency m
easures are

w
ithin the realm

 of possibility.
W

hile acknow
ledging the im

-
portance of cum

ulative individual
actions, Brow

n asserts that dealing
w

ith problem
s of this m

agnitude
w

ill require bold initiatives at the
public policy level, w

ith sw
eeping

reform
 of law

s and institutions
and courageous shifting of public
spending priorities.

C
opies of Plan B 2.0 can be

ordered for $14 from
 the Earth

Policy Institute, 1350 C
onnecticut

A
ve. N

W
, Suite 403, W

ashington
D

C
 20036. Bulk rates are available.



B
eFrien

d
in

g
 C

reatio
n

  ●  Jan
u

ary-Feb
ru

ary 2
0

0
6

5
...and tw

o books to inspire and give you hope

The Splendor
of C

reation
by Ellen Bernstein
ISBN

: 0-8298-1664-X

The K
ids' Book of

A
w

esom
e Stuff

by C
harlene Brotm

an
ISBN

: 09762568-0-0

T
H

IS W
O

R
K

B
O

O
K

 offers a series
of short readings and stim

ulating
activities for children, expanding
on the good new

s that “Y
ou are a

part of the w
onderful w

eb of life.”
A

t first look, it's a creatively
packaged set of junior-level les-
sons about nature. But rather than
dem

ystifying nature, as so m
any

conventional scientific texts do,
these fun activities celebrate the
m

ystery of how
 the earth, this ac-

cum
ulation of dust from

 ancient
exploding stars, has unfolded to be
a m

iraculous oasis in space, hom
e

to us and all other living things.
Included are breathtaking

H
ubble Telescope photos of deep

space galaxies and nebulae, as w
ell

as fascinating m
icroscopic view

s
of crystals and butterfly w

ings,
supplem

ented by delightful pen-
and-ink illustrations.

The readings and activities
cover all the basic earth processes

from
 photosynthesis to decay, in a

w
ay that young, inquisitive m

inds
can readily relate to. They also
spell out the dangers of upsetting
the delicate balances of nature
through thoughtless hum

an acts,
such as habitat destruction and the
release of synthetic chem

icals into
the biosphere.

This 112-page book can be
used in First D

ay School program
s

on Earthcare, w
ith the understand-

ing that it does not use “religious”
language or cite Bible verses on
stew

ardship. But it is decidedly
spiritual as it urges readers young
and old to be thankful for being
part of the w

hole buzzing, bloom
-

ing m
iracle of C

reation and to re-
flect on the w

ay that they are con-
nected to everything else.

C
opies can be ordered from

C
harlete Brotm

an for $15 each at
brotm

anco@
aol.com

; 207/282-4539.
Bulk prices are available.

ELLEN
 B

ER
N

ST
EIN

 founded
Shom

rei A
dam

ah, the first national
Jew

ish environm
ental organiza-

tion, in the early 1990s. There are
fascinating parallels betw

een this
author’s thoughts and experiences
and m

y involvem
ent w

ith Q
uaker

Earthcare W
itness since the late

1980s. W
e both had been active for

m
any years in the secular environ-

m
ental m

ovem
ent, trying to reach

people through facts and persua-
sion. But after suffering frustration
and disillusionm

ent, w
e both had

com
e to the conclusion that people

m
ust be engaged at a deeper, spiri-

tual level before they w
ill care

enough to significantly change the
w

ay they treat the earth. R
eturn-

ing to the roots of our religious
traditions, w

e both w
ere surprised

and delighted to find a rich vein of
teachings about right relationship
to C

reation in the Bible as w
ell as

in the principles and practices of
our particular faith traditions.

Bernstein believes that the

m
odern science of ecology and the

creation story of the Book of G
en-

esis are really different w
ays of

talking about the sam
e reality.

Each of her seven chapters high-
lights basic ecological issues in
term

s of the central them
es of the

seven days of C
reation.

She m
aintains that the contro-

versial term
 “dom

inion,” as trans-
lated from

 H
ebrew

 into English,
never m

eant that hum
ans had a

divine right to crow
d out other

species and prevent them
 from

thriving in their rightful habitats.
O

n the contrary, it is the very
aw

areness of our pow
er to exploit,

abuse, and destroy nature that can
lead us instead to vigilant care and
thoughtful restraint.

Bernstein also explains how
the com

m
andm

ent of keeping the
Sabbath by refraining from

 w
ork

is a corrective to hum
ankind’s ten-

dency to m
istake its role on earth

as one of m
astery over nature.

—
Louis C

ox
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by D
oris Ferm

B
ellingham

, W
ash., Friends M

tg.

“D
EEPEN

IN
G

 O
U

R
 R

ELA
T

IO
N

-
SH

IP w
ith Earth: H

appy H
earts,

H
elping H

ands, Sm
all Footprints”

w
as the them

e of the fall 2005 Pa-
cific N

orthw
est Q

uarterly M
eet-

ing, hosted by Bellingham
 (W

ash.)
Friends M

eeting and San Juan
W

orship G
roup. Preparations in-

cluded m
aking or buying at garage

sales 400 cloth napkins. Lazy P
R

anch, w
here w

e m
eet, agreed to

launder these m
id-w

eekend and to
keep them

 for future quarterly
m

eetings. They also agreed to
m

ake receptacles available for re-
cycling alum

inum
 cans, glass

bottles, and m
ixed paper. They

w
ere open as w

ell to the sugges-
tion that they use locally grow

n
produce for m

eals to the greatest
extent possible.

Bellingham
 Friends, w

ith the
help of San Juan W

orship G
roup,

prepared a sim
ple m

eal of beans
and rice for Friday’s supper, in
place of brow

n-bagging or pot-
luck. C

ontributions w
ent to R

ight
Sharing of W

orld R
esources, and

Friends found the m
eal delicious!

It also encouraged m
ore m

ixing
than w

hen each fam
ily brought

their ow
n food.

The Saturday plenary com
-

m
enced w

ith a panel of Friends,
w

ith open sharing out of silence. I
told of a childhood experience that
taught m

e to love nature at an
early age. I shared a m

ountaintop
experience in C

olorado, w
here as a

college student from
 the East I

first stood on a high peak and saw
range after range of m

ountains as
far as the eye could see. A

w
are of

all the hidden lives unseen in the
vastness of the unbroken forests, I
felt sim

ultaneously utterly insig-
nificant and at the sam

e tim
e an

integral part of it all.

M
ike K

aill of San Juan W
or-

ship G
roup told of an experience

w
hen he w

as a “young turk” col-
lege professor, full of him

self and

full of anxieties. W
alking past the

kindly old gardener on cam
pus

one day, he paused for a m
om

ent’s
greeting. The older m

an, talking in
m

uch that w
as unspoken, said to

M
ike, “Plunge your hands into this

earth I have just turned.” A
s M

ike
cam

e into contact w
ith the loose,

fertile soil, he felt the tension drain
out of him

. This sim
ple connection

w
ith the earth changed his life.

M
onika Tippie, a teenager

from
 Salm

on Bay M
eeting in Se-

attle, read a poem
 from

 the U
N

Environm
ental Sabbath Program

and talked about our hum
an alien-

ation from
 the natural w

orld.
Thinking of ourselves as separate
and living in the nonsustainable
w

ay that w
e do, she said, w

ill de-
stroy our culture and civilization
itself.D

aniel K
irkpatrick of

Bellingham
 told of his passion for

clim
bing m

ountains, the excite-
m

ent and exhilaration, the exertion
and exhaustion, and finally the
exultation of reaching the sum

m
it.

This endeavor and these m
em

ories
keep him

 in touch w
ith the reality

of the natural w
orld.

A
m

ong the ten interest groups
offered w

as one for doing aikido,
led by D

aniel, w
ho says he sees

aikido as “Q
uakerism

 in m
otion.”

I led one on “H
ealing O

ur-
selves, H

ealing the Earth,” based
partly on Elizabeth G

. W
atson’s

pam
phlet of sim

ilar title and partly
on a w

orkshop on “C
om

passion-
ate Listening” I had attended in
M

ay. I ended the tim
e w

ith the
hand exercise from

 Joanna M
acy

found in E
arthcare for Friends.

Terry Thorsos led an interest
group on “Low

 Energy C
ooking.”

O
thers included “Evolution and

C
reation,” H

aiku poetry, and card
m

aking to benefit Iraqi children.

A
 SU

N
SET

 N
A

T
U

R
E W

A
LK

 led
by Susan C

am
pbell gave us a taste

of know
ledge of the flora, fauna,

fungi, and geology of the bio-re-
gion. It w

as m
uch appreciated.

A
ttendance at this quarterly

m
eeting w

as said to be the highest
ever, and evaluations w

ere over-
w

helm
ingly positive. I believe that

Friends are truly m
oving tow

ard a
Testim

ony to the Earth and w
ant-

ing to m
ake changes in the direc-

tion of living m
ore sustainably.

Like m
e, m

any of us still have a
long w

ay to go, but w
e are m

ov-
ing in the right direction!❖

W
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W
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rg
o

tten
 w

h
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 w
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W
e h
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u
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th
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fo
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o

s.
W

e h
ave b
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m

e estran
g
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m
th

e m
o

vem
en
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e w
o

rld
.

W
e h

ave tu
rn
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 o

u
r b

acks o
n
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e

circles o
f life.

W
e h

ave fo
rg

o
tten

 w
h

o
 w

e are.
W

e h
ave so

u
g

h
t o

n
ly o

u
r o

w
n

 se-
cu

rity.
W

e h
ave exp

lo
ited

 sim
p

ly fo
r o

u
r

o
w

n
 en

d
s.

W
e h

ave d
isto

rted
 o

u
r kn

o
w

led
g

e.
W

e h
ave ab

u
sed

 o
u

r p
o

w
er.

W
e h

ave fo
rg

o
tten

 w
h

o
 w

e are.
N

o
w

 th
e lan

d
 is b

arren
, th

e w
aters

p
o

iso
n

ed
, th

e air p
o

llu
ted

.
W

e h
ave fo

rg
o

tten
 w

h
o

 w
e are.

N
o

w
 th

e fo
rests are d

yin
g

, th
e

creatu
res are d

isap
p

earin
g

,
th

e h
u

m
an

s d
esp

airin
g

.
W

e h
ave fo

rg
o

tten
 w

h
o

 w
e are.

W
e ask fo

rg
iven

ess.
W

e ask fo
r th

e g
ift o

f rem
em

b
erin

g
.

W
e ask fo

r th
e stren

g
th

 to
 ch

an
g

e
F

o
r w

e h
ave fo

rg
o

tten
 w

h
o

 w
e are.

—
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n
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en
tal S
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b
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P

ro
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ram
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Pacific N
orthw

est Q
uarterly M

eeting focuses
on ‘D

eepening O
ur R

elationship w
ith Earth’

Earthcare-related events
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IN
 T

H
IS ER

A
 of m

uch talk of
m

oral values, religion, and science,
this little book is
very tim

ely. H
ow

 can
w

e think about the
nature of things both
scientifically and reli-
giously? G

ary
K

ow
alski, a U

nitarian
m

inister, has w
ritten

a basic handbook
about the evolving
universe and its rel-
evance to our lives
today, in a very read-
able and easily un-
derstood form

at.
K

ow
alski begins

w
ith an exam

ination of the frag-
m

entation betw
een science and

religion and looks at the history
that has brought us to this schism

.
H

e then lays the groundw
ork for

the basis for a new
 conversation

betw
een the tw

o cam
ps. H

e exam
-

ines the new
 physics and quantum

theory and never loses the reader
in dry explanations.

I appreciated the review
 of

how
 our universe began, in scien-

tific term
s, yet being regularly re-

m
inded of the great unexplainable

m
ystery. If you have not read

about the “im
m

ense journey” from
stars to hum

ans, this w
ould be a

good place to begin. K
ow

alski
does not avoid the scientific expla-
nations, but his descriptions are
easily understood. H

e then gives
us an overview

 of the develop-
m

ent of science from
 m

atter to
D

arw
in. But w

hat I found pro-
found are his conclusions:

“To see the w
onder in each bit

of tim
e and space is indeed the

occupation of a scientist or a saint.
To perceive the m

ystery that lies

beh
in

d
 an

d
 ben

eath
 th

is w
orld

 is
to live in

 a state of aston
ish

m
en

t
an

d
 reveren

ce for W
h

at Is. A
ll

th
in

gs exist, yet on
ly w

e, th
e h

u
-

m
an

 creation
, are

fu
lly aw

are th
at w

e
exist. T

o becom
e

com
p

letely con
-

sciou
s of th

e m
ys-

tery w
ith

in
 u

s an
d

arou
n

d
 u

s, to look
stead

ily at th
e u

n
-

kn
ow

n
, to con

tem
-

p
late th

e in
fin

ite
h

eigh
ts an

d
 d

ep
th

s
of existen

ce, is w
h

at
it m

ean
s to be m

ost
d

eep
ly h

u
m

an
 an

d

Science and the Search for G
od:

T
heology as if A

nim
als M

attered
by G

ary K
ow

alski, Lantern Books, 2003, ISBN
 1-59056-045-0

R
eview

ed by R
uah Sw

ennerfelt

m
ost gen

u
in

ely alive.”
K

ow
alski argues that m

any of
the ills of the m

odern w
orld—

from
 the rise of fundam

entalist
intolerance to secular society’s
endless (and em

pty) search for
thrills—

stem
 from

 the m
istaken

view
 that science and faith are

antagonists rather than natural
allies. H

e suggests that science
and faith com

pel us now
 to m

ove
beyond m

aterialism
 tow

ard an
understanding of the w

orld that
includes the realities of conscious-
ness and spirit.

This is an excellent book for
Friends. W

e often do not involve
ourselves w

ith science/religious
discussions. This book w

ill help
the reader becom

e aw
are of the

issues and it w
ill give us a basis

for being rooted both in the w
orld

and in the spirit. ❖

LEY
M

 com
m

ittee outlines key term
s,

concepts, and principles of Earthcare
T

H
E EA

R
T

H
C

A
R

E C
O

M
M

IT
T

EE
of Lake Erie Y

early M
eeting

(LEY
M

) has published a useful
booklet to explain to M

onthly
M

eetings w
hat Earthcare m

eans
for Friends and w

hat resources are
available to them

The 10-page booklet contains
goals, inspirational quotes, recom

-
m

ended reading, suggestions for
lifestyle changes, queries, and a
glossary of Earthcare term

s like
“com

m
ons,” “sustainability,”

“biodiversity,” and “perm
aculture.”

Principles for action are based
on V

andana Shiva's Earth D
em

oc-
racy m

ovem
ent: 1) D

em
ocracy for

all life, 2) Intrinsic w
orth of all

species and peoples, 3) D
iversity

in nature and culture, 4) N
atural

rights to sustenance, 5) Earth
econom

y, 6) Living econom
ies, 7)

Living dem
ocracy, 8) Living

know
ledge, 9) Balancing rights

w
ith responsibility, 10) G

lobaliz-
ing peace, care, and com

passion.

Ending quote: “O
ur G

reat W
ork

is to sustain the great story of a
G

od that is in all and through all.”
—

T
hom

as B
erry

R
eflections on reading
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R
eview

ed by M
ichael M

oore

M
ichael M

oore is a m
em

ber of A
gate

Passage Friends M
eeting, w

hich m
eets

w
est of Seattle, W

ash. H
e is a form

er
Q

EW
 Steering C

om
m

ittee m
em

ber.

I
 R

EC
O

M
M

EN
D

 that people
 becom

e fam
iliar w

ith D
iam

ond’s
w

eighty book for tw
o reasons:

The first reason is to gain pictorial
im

ages of truly sustainable societ-
ies. The second reason is to grasp
in detail the principles by w

hich
our society can clearly evaluate
and plan “to live long in the land.”
(D

euteronom
y 5:33)

I am
 rem

inded of the Q
EW

A
nnual M

eeting in 1995, w
here the

w
ord “sustainability” cam

e up sev-
eral tim

es in several contexts. I
gathered that m

any of the attend-
ees had been using that term

 for a
long tim

e, but I w
asn’t clear about

w
hat they m

eant. A
fter dinner one

evening, I had a chance to chat
w

ith a long-term
 m

em
ber of the

Steering C
om

m
ittee, w

ho shared a
fairly precise definition of
sustainability that he had found
helpful. U

sing that definition, he
and I agreed that our industrial
society is not sustainable.

D
uring those m

eetings and
conversations I also pondered
various Q

uaker values, such as,
our Peace Testim

ony and our w
it-

nesses to preserve hum
an life. I

cam
e to understand that a sustain-

able society needs to be able to
accept hum

an death and thereby
affirm

 the process of continual
regeneration of population and
resources. R

ead
in

g D
iam

on
d

’s
C

ollapse confirm
s and expands on

w
hat I began to grasp intuitively

ten years ago.
Early in the book D

r. D
iam

ond
outlines a five-point fram

ew
ork

that he developed to account for
the successes and failures of the
cultures he had studied across tim

e

and around the w
orld: 1) environ-

m
ental dam

age, 2) clim
ate change,

3) hostile neighbors, 4) friendly
trade partners, and, alw

ays im
por-

tant, 5) the society’s response to
its environm

ental problem
s.

H
is descriptions of various

societal successes and failures in-
clude, how

ever, only
tw

o societies that
survived over tim

e
as truly sustainable
societies. They w

ere
the people of the
highlands of N

ew
G

uinea and the
people of the sm

all
island of Tikopia (1.8
square m

iles) in the
southw

est Pacific.
(From

 other sources
I understand there
m

ight have been
tw

o other societies
that achieved a sim

i-
lar distinction: Tibet and a valley
in northern C

hile.) D
r. D

iam
ond

also includes one period in Japan’s
history that he w

ould consider
sustainable.

These successful societies
learned to live through drought,
hurricanes, earthquakes, and “good
tim

es.” They m
aintained their for-

ests, their fisheries, and their w
ild-

life. To stabilize their hum
an

population the people of Tikopia
practiced various form

s of contra-
ception and abortion, w

hile the
people of N

ew
 G

uinea practiced
on-going w

arfare. (I understand
the approach in Buddhist Tibet
w

as different. They had a system
of m

onasteries and convents in
w

hich 25 percent of the population
lived celibate lives.)

The descriptions of these tw
o

island societies confirm
ed w

hat I
had expected—

that I w
ould not

like to live in a truly sustainable
society, because I fear there w

ould

be no room
 in such a society for

m
any of the things I find interest-

ing and pleasurable in life. But I
w

ould like to live in a society that
finds w

ays to exist for a very long
tim

e, “to live long in the land.”
I found it interesting that little

correlation w
as found betw

een
long-term

 successes
and failures and the
so-called “top-dow

n”
versus “bottom

-up”
m

odels of societal
decision-m

aking. The
best m

odel for a
larger, com

plex soci-
ety like ours m

ay be
a hybrid: top-dow

n
decision-m

aking to
provide consistent
decade-by-decade
im

plem
entation and

bottom
-up consen-

sus to provide hu-
m

an sensibility to
live w

ith the im
plem

entation.
I w

as also intrigued by ques-
tions that D

iam
ond raises about

w
hy so m

any societies seem
 to

behave irrationally and self-de-
structively even w

hen solutions to
their sustainability problem

s are
know

able and achievable. W
hy are

N
ew

 G
uinea and Tikopia the ex-

ceptions rather than the rule?
W

hy, on the other hand, did the
U

nited States elect leaders w
hose

goal w
as to w

eaken a good (not
perfect) set of environm

ental pro-
gram

s?
Perhaps w

e lack the intention
to survive as a society. I often

 h
ear

p
eop

le say, “W
hy should I care?

That w
on’t happen until long after

I’m
 gone.” W

e need to acquire the
“seventh-generation” ethic of
planning for one’s grandchildren’s
grandchildren’s grandchildren before
w

e can deal constructively w
ith

threats to our sustainability and
learn to “live long in the land.” ❖

C
ollapse: H

ow
 Societies C

hoose to Fail or Succeed
by Jared D

iam
ond

, V
iking Penguin, 2005, ISB

N
 0-670-03337-5

R
eflections on reading
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T
H

E PA
R

T
Y

’S O
V

ER
, by R

ichard
H

einberg, is a book that I think
everyone—

I said everyone—
in the

U
.S. and C

anada needs to read.
The core m

essage is that N
orth

A
m

ericans’ current w
ay of life,

based on the consum
ption of en-

ergy resources that are inherently
lim

ited in quantity and about to
becom

e scarce, w
ill change drasti-

cally w
hen com

petition for the
rem

aining resources escalates.
H

einberg brings together an
enorm

ous am
ount of data on en-

ergy sources and availability based
on past and current research. A

l-
though m

uch of this inform
ation is

likely new
 to the average citizen,

H
einberg engages the reader in a

very personal w
ay.

Take for exam
ple his “thought

experim
ent,” w

hich has us sitting
in the m

iddle of a typical N
orth

A
m

erican city for at least 20 m
in-

utes. D
uring that tim

e w
e are

asked to observe w
here and how

energy is being used, w
hat form

s
of energy are being consum

ed, w
hat

w
ork that energy is doing, etc.

Then he instructs us, “Try to
follow

 som
e of the strands of the

w
eb of relationships betw

een en-
ergy, jobs, w

ater, food, heating,
construction, goods, distribution,
transportation, and m

aintenance
that together keep the city thriving.”

N
ext he asks us to im

agine
w

hat the scene w
ould be like w

ith
10 percent less energy available,
then 25 percent less, then 50 per-
cent less, then 75 percent less.
H

einberg asks, “W
hat substitu-

tions w
ould be necessary? W

hat
choices w

ould people m
ake? W

hat
w

ork w
ould not get done?”

W
ith a skill for analyzing

varying view
points and articulat-

ing them
 succinctly, H

einberg puts
before us four perspectives on this

em
erging energy crisis.
“The loudest and m

ost confi-
dent voice belongs to the conven-
tional free-m

arket econom
ists,

w
ho view

 energy as m
erely one

priced com
m

odity am
ong m

any.”
“A

 m
ore strident voice issues

from
 environm

ental activists, w
ho

are w
orried about the build-up of

greenhouse gases…
”

“A
 third and even m

ore sober-
ing collective voice belongs to an
inform

al group of retired and inde-
pendent petroleum

 geologists…
”

w
hose m

essage is that petroleum
w

ill run out and m
uch sooner than

anticipated.
“Finally, there is the voice that

really m
atters: that of politicians

w
ho actually set energy policy and

do not w
ant to be the bearer of

the aw
ful new

s that our energy
guzzling w

ay of life is w
aning.”

by A
lice W

ald

—
A

dapted from
 the O

ctober 5, 2005
K

eow
ee (S.C

.) C
ourier

A
s a journalist and educator

w
ho teaches classes like “Energy

and Society” at N
ew

 C
ollege in

C
alifornia, H

einberg is convinced
that global conventional oil pro-
duction w

ill peak som
etim

e during
this first decade of the 21

st century.
H

ow
ever, H

einberg docum
ents

and presents all view
points, leav-

ing you to decide for yourself.
The Party’s O

ver is quite read-
able, and I found the quotes at the
beginning of each chapter delight-
fully inform

ative.
I’ll close w

ith one of m
y favor-

ites, a Saudi saying, “M
y father rode

a cam
el. I drive a car. M

y son flies a jet
airplane. H

is son w
ill ride a cam

el.”
First published in 2003 by

N
ew

 Society Publishers, there is
now

 a revised and updated second
edition that can be ordered at
<

w
w

w
.new

society.com
>

 or 1-800/
567-6772 for $17.95. It is also avail-
able at public libraries. ❖

R
eflections on reading

N
W

 Earth Institute discussion courses
educate and help build eco-com

m
unity

T
H

O
U

SA
N

D
S of people w

ho are
concerned about peace, justice, and
ecological integrity have been in-
form

ed and brought together as
inform

al eco-com
m

unities
through discussion courses
offered by the N

orthw
est

Earth Institute (N
W

EI)
of Portland, O

re.
Institute co-

founders Jean and
D

ick R
oy say their self-

guided courses are dedi-
cated to “m

otivating indi-
viduals to exam

ine and transform
personal values and habits, to ac-
cept responsibility for the earth
and to act on that com

m
itm

ent.”
N

W
EI courses include

“C
hoices for Sustainable Living,”

“V
oluntary Sim

plicity,” “Exploring
D

eep Ecology,” “G
lobalization and

Its C
ritics,” “D

eveloping a Sense of
Place,” and “H

ealthy C
hildren.”

The eight to nine study ses-
sions in each series are based on

provacative and inform
ative

excerpts from
 recent publi-

cations, such as Y
es! A

Journal of Positive
Futures. There are
also questions to

stim
ulate discussion,

as w
ell as suggestions

for setting up and fa-
cilitating regular m

eetings.
A

fter com
pleting one course,

m
any groups have elected to con-

tinue together on other courses.
To get started, contact N

W
EI

at 506 Sixth St., Suite 1100, Port-
land O

R
 97204; 503/227-2807. E-

m
ai them

 at info@
nw

ei.org or visit
their w

eb site at w
w

w
.nw

ei.org.

;

A
 book about the end of cheap oil:

A
 w

ay of life is about to change
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M
Y

 N
A

M
E is W

endy C
larissa G

eiger. I’m
 A

l G
eiger’s daughter. Fa and I appreciate BeFriending C

reation very
m

uch. Y
ou’d recognize m

e from
 Southeastern Y

early M
eeting (SEY

M
). Y

ou briefly visited our farm
 here in

Jacksonville, Fla. A
nyw

ay, I thought you’d enjoy the “D
eep Ecology” paper I w

rote for a com
m

unity college
philosophy course years ago. Perhaps you m

ight print the book list, also enclosed, in BeFriending C
reation.

A
bram

, D
avid. 1996. The Spell of the

Sensuous—
Perception and Language

in a M
ore-Than-H

um
an-W

orld.
Pantheon Books. ISBN

: (hard-
cover) 0-679-43819-X

.
A

dam
s, C

ass, ed. 1996. The Soul U
n-

earthed—
C

elebrating W
ildness and

Personal R
enew

al through N
ature.

G
.P. Putnam

’s Sons. ISBN
:

0-87477-838-7.
A

llen, Judy. 1998. A
nthology for the

Earth. C
andlew

ick Press. ISBN
: 0-

7636-0301-5.
Badiner, A

llan H
unt, ed. 1990.

D
harm

a G
aia—

A
 H

arvest of Essays
in Buddhism

 and Ecology. Paralax
Press. ISBN

: 0-938077-30-9.
Berry, Thom

as. 1988. The D
ream

 of
the Earth. San Francisco: Sierra
C

lub Books. ISBN
: 0-87156-622-2.

Berry, W
endell. 1987. H

om
e Econom

-
ics. Fourteen essays. N

orth Point
Press. ISBN

: 086547-275-0.
Barnhill, D

avid Landis, ed. 1999. A
t

H
om

e on the Earth—
Becom

ing N
a-

tive to O
ur Place—

A
 M

ulticultural
A

nthology. Berkeley, C
alif.: U

ni-
versity of C

alifornia Press. ISBN
:

0520-21684-9.
Bullard, R

obert. 1993. C
onfronting

Environm
ental R

acism
—

V
oices

from
 the G

rassroots. South End
Press. ISBN

: 0-89608-446-9.
C

arlson, Laurie. 1993. EcoA
rt—

Earth-
Friendly A

rt &
 C

raft Experiences for
3- to 9-year-olds. C

harlotte, V
t.:

W
illiam

son Publishing. ISBN
:

0-913589-68-3.
C

arson, R
achel. 1956. The Sense of

W
onder. N

ew
 Y

ork: H
arper &

R
ow

.
C

astaldo, N
ancy Fusco. 1996. The

Little H
ands N

ature Book—
Earth

Sky C
ritters &

 M
ore. For ages 2–6

and their fam
ilies. C

harlotte, V
t.:

W
illiam

son Publishing. ISBN
: 1-

885593-16-3.
C

ornell, Joseph. 1998. Sharing N
ature

w
ith C

hildren. D
aw

n Publications.

ISBN
: 1-883220-73-4.

—
—

—
. 1989. Sharing N

ature w
ith

C
hildren II. N

evada C
ity, C

alif.:
D

aw
n Publications. ISBN

:
1-883220-87-4.

D
evall, Bill. 1988. Sim

ple in M
eans,

R
ich in Ends—

Practicing D
eep

Ecology. ISBN
: 0-87905-294-5.

—
—

—
. Living R

ichly in an A
ge of

Lim
its—

U
sing D

eep Ecology for an
A

bundant Life. Salt Lake C
ity:

G
ibbs Sm

ith, Publisher/Peregrine
Sm

ith Books. ISBN
: 0-87905-559-6.

D
iehn, G

w
en, and Terry

K
rautw

urst. 1995. K
ids Style N

a-
ture C

rafts—
50 Terrific Things to

M
ake w

ith N
ature’s M

aterials.
Sterling Publishing C

o., Inc.
ISBN

P: 0-8069-0997-8.
Elder, John, and H

ertha D
. W

ong,
eds. 1994. Fam

ily of Earth &
 Sky—

Indigenous Tales of N
ature from

A
round the W

orld. Beacon Press.
313 pp. ISBN

: 0-8070-8529-4.
G

lendenning, C
hellis. 1994. M

y
N

am
e is C

hellis &
 I’m

 R
ecovering

from
 W

estern C
ivilization.

Sham
bala. ISBN

: 0-87773-996-X
.

H
orn, G

abriel (W
hite D

eer of A
u-

tum
n). 1996. C

ontem
plations of a

Prim
al M

ind. N
ew

 W
orld Li-

brary. ISBN
: 1-880032-55-4. This

author is editor of the bestselling
collection of N

ative A
m

erican
elder stories W

isdom
keepers.

M
cLuhan, T.C

. 1996. C
athedrals of

the Spirit—
The M

essage of Sacred
Places. H

arperPerennial. ISBN
:

0-06-095119-2.
M

acy, Joanna, Pat Flem
ing, and

A
rne N

aess. 1988. Thinking Like a
M

ountain—
Tow

ards a C
ouncil of

A
ll Beings. G

abriola Island, B.C
.:

N
ew

 Society Publishers. 128 pp.
ISBN

: 0-86571-133-X
.

—
—

—
. 1991. W

orld as Lover, W
orld

as Self. Berkeley, C
alif.: Paralax

Press. ISBN
: 0-938077-27-9.

—
—

—
 and M

olly Y
oung Brow

n.

1998. C
om

ing Back to Life—
Prac-

tices to R
econnect O

ur Lives, our
W

orld. G
abriola Island, B.C

: N
ew

Society Publishers. 240 pp. ISBN
0-86571-391-X

.
Plant, Judith, ed. 1989. H

ealing the
W

ounds—
the Prom

ises of Ecofem
i-

nism
. G

abriola Island, B.C
.: N

ew
Society Publishers. ISBN

: 0-86571-
153-4.

R
oszak, Theodore, M

ary E. G
rim

es,
and A

llen D
. K

anner. 1995.
Ecopsychology—

R
estoring the Earth,

H
ealing the M

ind. Sierra C
lub

Books. ISBN
: 0-87156-406-8.

Sale, K
irkpatrick. 1991. D

w
ellers in

the Land—
the Bioregional V

ision.
G

abriola Island, B.C
.: N

ew
 Soci-

ety Publ. ISBN
: 0-86571-225-5.

Sessions, G
eorge, ed. 1995. D

eep Ecol-
ogy for the 21

st C
entury—

R
eadings

on the Philosophy and Practice of the
N

ew
 Environm

entalism
. Sham

bala.
467 pp. ISBN

: 1-57062-049-0.
Snyder, G

ary. 1999. The Practice of the
W

ild. N
orth Point Press. ISBN

:
0-86547-454-0.

Sw
im

m
e, Brian. 1984. The U

niverse is
a G

reen D
ragon—

A
 C

osm
ic C

re-
ation Story. Bear &

 C
om

pany Pub-
lishing. ISBN

: 0-939680-14-9.
Sw

im
m

e, Brian, and Thom
as Berry.

1992. The U
niverse Story—

From
 the

Prim
ordial Flaring Forth to the

Ecozoic Era, a C
elebration of the

U
nfolding of the C

osm
os. H

arper-
SanFrancisco. ISBN

: 0-06-250835-0.
Terzian, A

lexandra M
. 1993. The

K
ids’ M

ulticultural A
rt Book—

A
rt

&
 C

raft Experiences from
 A

round
the W

orld. C
harlotte, V

t.:
W

illiam
son Publishing. ISBN

:
0-913589-72.

W
ebb, Benjam

in. 1998. Fugitive
Faith—

C
onversations on Spiritual,

Environm
ental, and C

om
m

unity R
e-

new
al. O

rbis Ecology &
 Justice se-

ries. O
rbis Books. ISBN

: 1-57075-
170-6.

W
endy G

eiger's recom
m

ended ‘deep ecology’ reading
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N
 AN
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 W

IT
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E
SS

W
E

 A
RE

 CA
LLE

D
 to live in right relation-

ship w
ith all Creation, recognizing that the

entire w
orld is interconnected and is a m

ani-
festation of G

od. W
E

 W
O

RK
 to integrate

into the beliefs and practices of the Reli-
gious Society of Friends the Truth that
G

od's Creation is to be respected, protected,
and held in reverence in its ow

n right, and
the Truth that hum

an aspirations for peace
and justice depend upon restoring the
earth's ecological integrity. W

E
 PRO

M
O

TE
these truths by being patterns and exam

ples,
by com

m
unicating our m

essage, and by
providing spiritual and m

aterial support to
those engaged in the com

pelling task of
transform

ing our relationship to the earth.
Steering C

om
m

ittee C
lerk: Barbara

W
illiam

son, 2710 E. Leigh St., Richm
ond VA

23223; 804/643-0461; barbaraawmson
@
juno.com.
G

en. Secretary: Ruah Sw
ennerfelt, 173-

B N
. Prospect St., Burlington, V

T 05401.
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Q
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arthcare.org.
BFC E
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Q
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W
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w
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uakerE
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B
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 C
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M
ake checks payable to Q

uaker E
arthcare W

itness. Send w
ith this form

 to
Q

uaker E
arthcare W

itness, 173-B
 N

. P
rospect St., B

urlington, V
T

. 05401-1607.

T
O

T
A

L    $

P
lease ch

eck th
e ap

p
ro

p
riate b

o
xes

❒
 1-year support for Q

uaker Earthcare W
itness

(includes subscription to B
eFriending C

reation)
  ❒

 $500/U
S ❒

 $100/U
S ❒

 $50/U
S (avg) ❒

 $35/U
S ❒

 O
ther $___/U

S

E-m
ail

Q
u

aker E
arth

care W
itn

ess O
rd

er F
o

rm

C
ity/State/ZIP

C
ountry

H
om

e M
tg

Phone

C
anadians m

ay contribute through C
anadian Y

early M
eeting for a tax receipt, starting

at $45/C
an. Please send check to C

anadian Y
early M

eeting, 91-A
 Fourth A

ve., O
ttaw

a,
O

N
  K

1S 2L1. C
Y

M
 needs to know

 that the m
oney is for Q

EW
 support. Forw

ard this
form

 to Q
EW

 to let us know
 that you have chosen to contribute through C

Y
M

.

Yearly M
tg

Interests

From
 Sea to R

ising Sea
The story of the 10,000 km
C

lim
ate C

hange C
aravan

A
FT

E
R

 A
N

O
T

H
ER

 failed interna-
tional clim

ate change conference, a
group of students are frustrated by
the C

anadian governm
ent’s inabil-

ity to address the largest threat
the w

orld has faced. W
ith

the help of environ-
m

entalists from
 across

C
anada, the C

lim
ate

C
hange C

aravan
begins in Tolfino,
B.C

., w
ith over 20

bikers, one veg-
etable-oil p

ow
-

ered bus, and tw
o

m
od

est goals: to
cycle across the sec-
ond largest country on
the planet and to build a
national environm

ental m
ove-

m
ent along the w

ay.
From

 Sea to R
ising Sea tells an

inspiring story of idealism
 com

ing
face to face w

ith reality, as young
en

viron
m

en
talists w

ith
 staggerin

g
determ

ination are put through a
10,000-km

 cross-C
anada road test.

Faced day to day w
ith endless

challenges, the realities of their
am

bitious end
eavor quickly be-

com
e visible. H

alfw
ay across the

country the group is burnt
out and struggling to

lead the sustainable
lifestyle they are
p

rom
otin

g.
Entering the

final leg of their
trip, the tired
C

aravaners' per-
spective on their

cam
paign changes,

and spirits lift as
they receive an unex-

pected source of inspira-
tion. A

rriving in H
allifax,

N
ova Scotia, the group feels a new

sense of success for their am
azing

accom
plishm

ent, w
hich m

ight not
have changed the w

orld in a sum
-

m
er but undoubtedly changes

these young people forever.
This D

V
D

 is now
 available through

the Q
EW

 video lending library.
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nim
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 Jared D
iam

ond's C
ollapse: H

ow
 Societies C

hoose to Fail or Succeed.
8

January-February 2006

T
O

M
 FO

X
 and the other C

hristian Peacem
aker Team

m
em

bers w
ho w

ere recently abducted in Iraq are in
our prayers. A

s BeFriending C
reation goes to press,

on D
ecem

ber 9th, w
e still do not know

 the out-
com

e of this tragedy.
Tom

 Fox is a m
em

ber of Baltim
ore Y

early
M

eeting attending Langley H
ills Friends M

eet-
ing and is know

n by a num
ber of Q

EW
 Steer-

ing C
om

m
ittee m

em
bers. Louis and I know

others w
ho have served w

ith C
hristian

Peacem
aker Team

s (C
PT) and know

 of the
fine w

ork of this organization.
C

PT offers an organized nonviolent alterna-
tive to w

ar and other form
s of lethal inter-group con-

flict. C
PT provides organizational support to persons

com
m

itted to faith-based nonviolent alternatives in
situations w

here lethal conflict is an im
m

ediate real-
ity or is supported by public policy. C

PT seeks to en-
list the response of the w

hole church in conscientious
objection to w

ar, and in the developm
ent of nonvio-

lent institutions, skills and training for intervention in
conflict situations. C

PT projects connect intim
ately

w
ith the spiritual lives of constituent congregations.

Q
uaker Earthcare W

itness, along w
ith Friends

C
om

m
ittee on N

ational Legislation, has attem
pted to

reveal the connections betw
een our increasing de-

pendence on im
ported fossil fuels in the U

nited
States and our w

illingness to put our m
en and

w
om

en at great risk in w
ars. John W

oolm
an

rem
inded Friends to discern w

hether the seeds
of w

ar m
ay be finding nourishm

ent in their
possessions. M

ost of our possessions today
are directly or indirectly created w

ith fossil
fuels, from

 the plastics w
e use to the food on

our tables.
A

 Friend from
 Burlington (V

t.) M
eeting re-

cently w
as arrested during a hum

an rights protest at
the School of the A

m
ericas at Ft. Benning, G

a., and
faces three m

onths in jail. W
hen asked w

hat w
e can

do to support her she responds by asking us to put
our ow

n bodies to w
ork either in protest, letter w

rit-
ing, or changed lives. I’m

 sure that’s w
hat Tom

 Fox
w

ould w
ant as w

ell.
Let us rem

em
ber during these tim

es that “Peace
on Earth” includes “Peace w

ith Earth.”
—

R
uah Sw

ennerfelt

H
ow

 do w
e nourish the seeds of peace in the M

iddle East?


